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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A method comprising the s t eps irf 

£a) storing in at least one .la ta store in operative connection with at least one 
comput er, data representative of each of 

at least one pat ent 1 

medical history of the at least one patien^ 

at least one medical item prescribed for use bv the at least one patient, and 

at least one medcal item stored in a patient-accessible self service medical 
item dispenser apparatus, wherein the dispenser apparatus is operative to 
receive at least one input from the at least one patient: 

(b) receiving at least one input through at least one input device of the dispenser 

apparatus, wherein the :it least one input device is in operative connection with the 
at least one computer, v/herein the at least one input includes a request to dispense 
to a first patient at least one medical item prescribed for use bv the first patient: 
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££) Ch0 ^ med| " CTl h " - or V dat » of ftr first patient tn d.ww if thfi af Wt _ 

medical item requests in sten K\ *h*>M ^ ™* hhe)d w Mnfw ^^^^ 
first patient; 

02 instructing the dispenner annmtfii* to dispense th« « t least one medial it«m 

re quested in gtep fh) r esponsive to a toflrmintfon mad* in ctgp f c >> that th* at 
least one medical item remitted in step rh> shn nld not be with held from bring 
dispensed to the first patW; ^ 

£e) including in the at leas" on* data store, data l inking a disp ense of the at w <*n» 
medical item requested in step fh) to the first patient 

fc) st o ring in a t least uui data s t or e in o perative lonnoitiun wi t h at IiaM uiic 

unupulu, data A t pi t &autdtivrc o f at LaM o ne patient dnd at Las I, uni medical ilun 
prcsaibul for u&i by U13 pa t ient; 

storing in the data s to re data repiisuita t ivc of a pluiality of holding luialium foi 
mcdiul itcim, in a nicdiLal item dispcubci, a pluulily of typts of medical items; 
and for cad i o f the alu ij ge luoali u ns, a t ype medical item &luied in Oil mpiuivi 
storage luiatiuii, 
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(c) inputting Uuuugh an irput device i n o pe r ative c o nnection wi t li th e compu t er and 
the dispen& e r, data c o rresponding to the patient, 

(tr) dis pe nsing fr o m the dispenser rcspon&iv e t o t he data stored in the data sto r e, the 
type medical item pr es cribed for u s e by the p ati e n t , wherein the type niediial 
item is dispensed fr o m a s tor ag e l o cati o n h o lding Ihi type medical it e m in th e 
dis pe nse r; 

(e) including in th e da t a s t jr e r e sp o nsiv e t o execu t ion o f step (d), data representative 
tha t the type m edical i t ;m has been dis pe nsed f or us e by th e pati e nt, and t h at - the 
t y pe medical ite m has b e en dis pe nsed fr om the disp e nse r. 

2. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 and further comprising the steps of: 

storing in the at least o- ie data store, data representative of a benefit plan 
associated, with the fir§t patient, and payment rules concerning payment for 
medical items associate with the benefit plan; 

and further comprising the step of charging for the dispensed medical item in 
accordance with the payment rules. 
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3- (original) The method according to claim 2 and further comprising the step of: 

reading a credit or debit card with a card reading device adjacent the dispenser, 
wherein the card read; ng device is in operative connection with the computer, and 
wherein Ihe charging step includes charging an account associated with the.credit 
or debit card. 

4. (original) The method according to claim 2 wherein data representative of a benefits provider 
is stored in correlated relation with data representative of a benefit plan, and wherein the 
charging step includes charging the be nefits provider. 

5. (currently amended) The method according to claim 3 wherein data representative of a benefits 
provider is stored in correlated relation with the data representative of the benefit plan, and 
wherein the rules concerning payment associated with the first patient include a co-pay 
requirement associated with the use of the medical item, and further comprising the step of 
calculating a co-payment amount associated with the medical item, and wherein in the charging 
step the account is charged the co-pay :imount. 

6. (original) The method according to claim 5 and further comprising the step of calculating a 
benefit amount associated with the medical item, and wherein the charging step comprises 
charging the benefits provider the beneiit amount. 



5- 
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7. (original) The method according to claim 5 and prior to the charging step, further comprising 
the step of outputting through an output device adjacent to the dispenser, indicia representative of 
the co-pay amount. 

8. (original) The method according to claim 7 and prior to the charging step, further comprising 
the step of receiving through an input device adjacent the dispenser, an input indicative of 
acceptance of the co-pay amount. 

9. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein step (b) includes receiving at 
least one input of data corresponding lo the first patient, and further comprising the steps of: 

storing in the at least on e data store, data representative of a plurality of benefit 
plans, and for each benefit plan, corresponding payment rules concerning payment 
for medical items; 

storing in the at least on e data store, data representative of a benefit plan 
associated with the first patient; 

responsive to input o f l eceiving data corresponding to the first patient in step (c), 
determining responsive to operation of the computer a benefit plan associated 
with the first patient; and 
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charging for the medial item in accordance with the payment rules associated 
with the benefit plan ietermined to be associated with the first patient. 

1 0. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 and prior to step (d) further comprising 
the step of displaying on an output de vice adjacent to the dispenser, display indicia including 
indicia indicative of the atjgas^nentedical item n^,,^ ^ fM typt muliud iluil . 

11. (currently amended) The method :iC cording to claim 10 and prior to step (d) further 
comprising the step of receiving atMleastone input through an the at least nn* input device 
indicating agreement with the display indicia. 

12. (currently amended) The method a;cording to claim 1 1 and prior to step (a), inputting 
through a physician terminal in operative connection with the at least one computer, prescription 
data representative of information that the at least one medical item has been prescribed for the 
first patient, and a medical condition for which lie at least one medical item has been prescribed, 
wherein in step (a) the data stored inch des prescription data, and wherein in the displaying step 
the display indicia includes indicia indicative of the medical condition. 

13. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 1 and prior to step (a) inputting through 
a physician terminal in operative connection with the at least one computer, prescription data 
representative of information that the at least one medical item has been prescribed for the first 
patient and a physician name corresponding to a physician prescribing the at least one medical 

-7- 
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item for the first patient, and wherein in step (a) the data stored includes prescription data, and 
wherein in the displaying step the di^lay indicia includes indicia indicative of the physician 

name. 



14. (currently amended) The method according to claun 13 and further comprising the step of 
applying in connection with the du p e iuu l t y pi at least one medical item, indicia indicative of the 
physician name. 



15. (currently amended) The method i ccording to claim 14 wherein the prescription data includes 
data indicative of an instruction for using the type at least one medical item, and wherein in the 
applying step, indicia indicative of the instruction for using the type at least one medical item is 
applied in connection with the type at east one medical item di^pumd in j,Lcp (J). 

16. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 and prior to step (a), inputting through 
a physician terminal in operative comuetion with the at least one computer, prescription data 
representative that the at least one med cal item has been prescribed for the first patient, wherein 
in step (a) the data stored includes prescription data. 

17. (currently amended) The method according to claim 16 and further comprising the step of 
applying to the type at least one medical item, indicia indicative of data included in the 
prescription data. 

- 8- 
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18. (currently amended) The method according to claim 17 wherein the prescription data includes 
an instruction for using the type at least one medical item, and wherein in the applying step the 
indicia applied to the at least one medical item includes indicia indicative of the instruction. 

1 9. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 7 and further comprising prior to the 
applying step, printing a prescription label, wherein the prescription label includes the indicia 
indicative of the data instruction included in the prescription data, wherein in the applying step 
the label is applied in connection with the type at least one medical item. 

20. (currently amended) The method according to claim 17 wherein the applying step is executed 
prior to step (d) , wheiciu the indicia indicative uf da t a included in prescri pt i o n da t a is applied lu 
t he t ype medical item to be dibpui&ad in blip (d) . 

2 1 . (original) The method according to claim 1 9 wherein the applying step is executed 
subsequent to step (d). 

22. (currently amended) The method according to claim 21 and further comprising sensing the a 
taking of the label after executi o n o f s t ep (d) wher e in the medical item is dispensed, and 
preventing further dispensing by the dispenser until the label is sensed as taken. 

23. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1 wherein step (a) includes storing in the 
at least one data store, data representat: ve of a plurality of patients, and for each o f the pati c nk 

-9- 
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respective patient at least one type modical item prescribed for use by the patient , repeatedly 
executing stepj, (<x) through (i) whu - c ji data cumspondiug to diffemit vuvs of the plurality of 
patients is i npu t in subsequent uiimtiuiis o f s t ep (c), and wherein in e ach step (d) the type 
medical item dispensed cor r esponds t j the medical item prescribed for the one respective patient 
co rr esponding to tlie data input in thi slip (e) imm e diately ex e cuted prior t o the execu t i o n of 
each step (d) , 

24. (currently amended) The method jiccording to claim 23 and further comprising after 
executing a particular step (c) steps (h )-(d) for a second patient , responsive to failing to execu t e 
dispense at least one medical item responsive to step (d) and further comprising the a step of 
contacting the second patient correspc nding to the second patient data input in step (b) the 
particular s t ep (c) . 

25. (currently amended) The method according to claim 23 wherein the data in the at least one 
data store includes data representative of a physician corresponding to at least one particular 
medical item prescribed for at least o n e a second patient, and wherein responsive to executing 
steps (b)-( d) for the second patient but failine to dispense at least one medical item responsive to 
step (d\ in a particular ste p (c) th e da t a c or respo nding t o the p articular fi r st uati e nt is in p ut; - a nd 
thereafter step (d) is no t e x e cut e d, whe re by the p articular medical item is n o t di s p e nsed, and 
further comprising the a step of contacting the physician r es p onsive to failing t o car r y o u t st ep 
fd). 

- 10- 
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26. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

(a) storing in at least one data store in operative connection with at least one 
computer,, data representative of at least one patient and at least one type medical 
item prescribed for use by the at least one patient; 

(b) storing in the at least o ae data store, data representative of a plurality of holding 
storage locations for medical items in a medical item dispenser, a plurality of 
types of medical items, and for each of the storage locations, a type medical item 
stored in the respective storage location; 

(c) inputting through an at least one input device in operative connection with the at 
least one computer and the dispenser, data corresponding to a patient; 

(d) checking data in the at least one data store representative of a medical history of 
the patient corresponding to the data input in step (c), and determining based on 
the medical history dat i if a type medical item prescribed for use by the patient 
should be withheld from the patient; 

(e) responsive to a determination made in step (d) that the type medical item should 
not be withheld from the patient, causing the dispenser to dispense the type 
medical item from a storage location in the dispenser; and 

- U - 
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(f) including in the aUga;^ data store responsive to execution of step (e), data 

representative that the type medical item has been dispensed for use by the patient, 
and that the type medical item has been dispensed from the dispens 



iser. 



27. (original) The method according to claim 26 wherein the checking step includes 
communicating over a public data network. 

28. (currently amended) The method recording to claim 26 + wherein the dispenser comprises a 
patient-accessible self-service medica! item dispenser. 

29. (currently amended) The method according to claim 26. 2 and fmlhe* c o mpiiMug 

tf) prior to (d), wherein step (c) includes receiving input from a the patient t luuugh at 
least one inp ut dtviie in optative connection wi t h tin oumpu t cr and die 
dispense r. 

30. (currently amended) The method according to claim 29 wherein fi) step ( c) includes receiving 
dispense request input from the patient corresponding to at least one medical item prescribed for 
use by the patient. 
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3 1 . (currently amended) The method according to claim 30 wherein step f c) further includes 
receiving a payment from the patient corresponding to the at least one medical item requested in 
the dispense request input 

32. (previously presented) The method according to claim 3 1 wherein the at least one input 
device includes a card reader device, wherein the card reader device is in operative connection 
with the computer, and farther comprising 

(g) reading a credit or debit card with the card reader device, and charging an account 
associated with the credit or debit card, 

33. (currently amended) The method according to claim 3 1 wherein the payment comprises a co- 
payment, wherein (f) step (c) includes receiving the co-payment from the patient corresponding 
to the at least one medical item requested in the dispense request input. 

34. (currently amended) A method The method according to claim 1 and further comprising 

(fi verifying with the dispenser apparatus that the at least one medical item requested 
in step (b) was dispense d: 
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wherein step (d) includes stor tig i n the at least one data store data linking the at least one 
medical item requested in step (b) t 0 the first patient responsive to the verification in step 

fa) s t oring in a t leas t o ne data store in opcialivc conn e ction with At luu>l um 
c o mpu t er, da t a r epresentative o f each of 

at least o ne patient, 

at least o ne nictK e al item prescribed f or use by the a t least o n e patient, and 

at leas t o n e mctlical item stoicd in a patient-accessible self service medical 
item dispenser apparatus, wherein the dispenser apparatus is operative to 
iuuvc at least mic in p ut f i om th e a t least one pa t ient; 

fb) rec e iving at least one input through at least o n e in p ut device of the dispenser 
a pp ara t us, wher e in the s it leas t one Input includes a r equest tu dispense to a firs t 
pati o nt -atHca st o ne uiccical it e m pr e scribed fo r use by the firs t patient; 

fc) resp o nsive to the request t o dispense, instructing the dispense r a pp ara t us t o 
dispense the reques t ed «it least o n e m e dical item t o the firs t pa t ien t , 

-14- 
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fd) v eri f ying wi t h the dispenser ap p ara t us that the r eques t ed a t leas t one medical item 
was dispens e d; 

fe) responsive to the v e rification, including in the data store, data link i ng the verified 
dispcn&ed at least o ne - medical item t o the firs t patien t. 

35. (currently amended) The method according to claim 1, 34 wherein (e) further includes 

resp o nsive to the ve r ifica t i o n, including in the at least one data store, data linking 
each of 

the first patient. 

the d i s p ens e d a*: least one medical item as dispensed , and 
location of dispensing the at least one medical item. 

36. (currently amended) The method according to claim I 34 and further comprising 

(f) receiving another at least one input through the at least one input device of the 
dispenser apparatus, wherein the another at least one input includes a request to 

-15- 
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dispense to a second patient at least one medical item prescribed for use by the 
second patient; 

(g) responsive to step (f) t he reques t t o dispens e t o t h e s e c o nd pa t i e n t, instructing the 
dispenser apparatus to dispense the re qu e s t ed at l e ast on e m e dical item to the 
second patient the at least one medical item requested in step ( fl 

37. (currently amended) The method according to claim 36 34 wherein the dispenser apparatus 
includes at least a first dispenser and i. second dispenser, wherein steg (b) includes receiving 
dispense request input from the first patient through an input device in operative connection with 
the first dispenser, and further c o mpri >i n g 



wherein step (f\ includ es receiving dispense request input from the second patient 
through an input device in operative connection with the second dispenser; 



(8) 



jtespuiisivc to (f), wherein step (&) includes instructing the second dispenser to 
dispense to the second patient at least one medical item prescribed for use by the 



second patient ; 



38. (currently amended) The method Jtccording to claim 1 34 and further comprising 
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(f) prior to st ep (d) fo) s receiving with the dispenser apparatus a patient payment 
input. 

39. (previously presented) The method according to claim 38 and further comprising receiving a 
patient payment corresponding to the at least one medical item requested in the dispense request 
input. 

40. (previously presented) The method according to claim 39 wherein the patient payment 
comprises a patient co-payment, and f urther comprising receiving the patient co-payment 
corresponding to the at least one medical item requested in the dispense request input. 

41. (previously presented) The method according to claim 38 wherein the dispenser apparatus 
includes a card reader device, wherein the card reader device is in operative connection with the 
computer, and further comprising 

(g) reading a credit or debit card with the card reader device, and further comprising 
charging an account as >ociated with the credit or debit card. 

42. (currently amended) The method *.ccording to claim 38 wherein the dispenser apparatus 
includes a display screen, and further comprising 
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(g) prior to step (fl ft), displaying a payment amount to the patient with the display 
screen. 

43. (currently amended) The method iiccording to claim I 34 and further comprising 

(f) prior to step (d) fe), determining whether the at least one medical item 

corresponding to the dispense request input is available for dispensing from the 
dispenser apparatus. 

44. (currently amended) The method according to claim 34 wherein step (f) includes (d) further 
comprise at kast o ne s e usui in the d i sp e ns er apparatus transmitting at least one signal 
responsive to the at least one sensor i n the dispenser apparatus sensing a passing of the requested 
at least one medical item, and wherein step (e) includes storing furth e r comprises includ ing in the 
at least one data store verification of t ie dispensing of the requested at least one medical item. 

45. (currently amended) A method comprising 

(a) storing in at least one cata store in operative connection with at least one 
computer, data representative of each of 

a plurality of medical item storage locations in a patient-accessible self 
service medica item dispenser apparatus, 

-18- 
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a plurality of tjpes of medical items, 

the type of meclcal item stored in each respective storage location, 
at least one pat ent, and 

at least one m&iical item type prescribed for use by the at least one patient; 

(b) receiving patient identi fication data from a patient through at least one input 
device of the dispenser apparatus; 

(c) receiving from the patient through the at least one input device a request to 
dispense at least one tr edical item type prescribed for use by the patient; 

(d) determining based on medical history data corresponding to the pa tient, whether 
the requested at least one medical item type should be with held from the patient; 

(e) ^ reading a credit or deb: t card with a card reader device of the dispenser apparatus; 

{0 fe) charging an amount to an account associated with the credit or debit card, wherein 
the amount corresponds to a payment associated with the requested at least one 
medical item type; 

-19- 
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£g)ff) responsive to at least a determination made in step (d) that the at least one medical 
item type should not bit withheld from the patient, instructing the dispenser 
apparatus to dispense to the patient the requested at least one medical item type; 

dis pe nsing fr o m t h e disp e ns e r appara t us t o the patient the requested a t least o ne 
m e dical it e m t yp e , wherein the a t least one mcdieal item t y p e is dispens e d fro m at 
l e ast on e s to rage l o cati o n holding t he at least o ne medical item type; 

verifying with the dispenser apparatus that the requested at lea st one m e dical item 
typ e wa& dispensed to ihe patient, including a t l e ast one s e nsor in t he dispens er 
apparatus tr ansmitting a t leas t o ne signal to the c o mputet les p omive tu the at leas t 
o ne sensor sensing a pttssing of t h e r eques t ed a t l e as t on e medical i t em t ype; 

including in the at leas : one data store resp o nsive to (h) , data linking each of 

the patient, 

the verified dis ; s ensed requested at least one medical item type, and 

a dispensing looation of the dispensing o f the v e rified dispensed requested 
at least one medical item type. 
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